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SUBJECT: GROMYKO LETTER TO WALDHEIM ON GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE 
ON THE MIDDLE EAST 

REF: USUN 0041 

1 . SOVIET PERM REP TROYANOVSKY MET WITH SYG WALDHEIM 
JANUARY 24 AND DELIVERED LETTER FROM FM GROMYKO IN CONNECTION 
WITH USSR CO-CHAIRMANSHIP OF GENEVA PEACE CONFERENCE. WE 
HAVE BEEN INFORMED OF MAIN POINTS IN GROMYKO LETTER, DATED 
JANUARY 21: 

- USSR POSITION OF PRINCIPLE IS THAT SET FORTH IN DOBRYNIN 
DOCUMENT OF OCTOBER 7, 1976 (LETTER FROM DOBRYNIN 

TO SYG CALLING FOR AN EARLY RESUMPTION OF GENEVA CONFERENCE 
AND PROPOSING AN AGENDA. LETTER ALSO NOTED USSR SUGGESTION 
THAT GENEVA CONFERENCE BE CONDUCTED IN TWO PHASES). 

-RECENT GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS REAFFIRM THE 
CONCERN OF ALL: OVERRIDING MAJORITY OF STATES INDICATED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE NEED TO RESUME GENEVA CONFERENCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

- NO SECRET THAT CERTAIN CIRCLES HAVE BEEN 
TRYING TO OBSTRUCT THE RESUMPTION OF GENEVA 
CONFERENCE THROUGH PROCEDURAL MANEUVERS CONCERNING 
THE PALESTINIAN PARTICIPATION. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


- MATTER OF FIRST IMPORTANCE THAT SYG SHOULD 
RAISE THE QUESTION OF PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION 
IN THE PERSON OF THE PLO IN HIS CONSULTATIONS 
DURING HIS TRIP. 

IT IS OBVIOUS THAT NO DECISIONS CONCERNING 
THE DESTINY OF THE PALESTINIANS CAN BE TAKEN WITHOUT 
THEM OR AGAINST THEM. 

- NEED FOR GENEVA CONFERENCE TO RESUME IN 
NEAREST FUTURE IS SHOWN BY FACT THAT ANY PARTIAL OR 
SEPARATE AGREEMENTS BY NO MEANS BRING ABOUT SOLUTION 
OF THE PROBLEM. 

- EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR SYG’S EFFORTS AND 
HOPE THAT HE WILL FACILITATE THE EARLY RESUMPTION OF 
GENEVA CONFERENCE AND ACCEPT THE SOVIET ASSURANCES OF 
FULLEST COOPERATION AS CO-CHAIRMAN. 

SHERR 
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